
21st century Chinese cinema 



In the late 1960s and 70s, red ballets and operas dominated the Chinese screen. Mao died in 1976: 

a new age of cinema emerged with the founding of the Beijing Film Academy in 1978.  Expressing 

QHZ�FRQĆGHQFH�LQ�ERWK�KLVWRULFDO�DQG�FRQWHPSRUDU\�WKHPHV��\RXQJ�ĆOP�PDNHUV�OLNH�=KDQJ�<LPRX�

DQG�&KHQ�.DLJH�EURXJKW�&KLQHVH�ĆOP�WR�D�JOREDO�DXGLHQFH�ZLWK�PDVWHUSLHFHV�VXFK�DV�Red Sorghum 

(1987) and Farewell my Concubine���������0DUWLQ�6FRUVHVH�QDPHG�7LDQ�=KXDQJ]KXDQJèV�The 

Horse Thief �������DV�KLV�IDYRXULWH�ĆOP�RI�WKH�����V��ZKHQ�LW�ZDV�UHOHDVHG�LQ�WKH�86���%XW�PDQ\�RI�

WKHVH�ĆOPV�HQFRXQWHUHG�VWLJPD�DW�KRPH��

Growing commercialisation and globalisation since the 1980s and 90s have driven Chinese cinema 

WR�H[SORUH�QHZ�PRGHV�RI�ERWK�FLQHPDWRJUDSK\�DQG�PRQH\PDNLQJ��OHDGLQJ�WR�H[SORUDWRU\�ĆOPV�DW�

home in Western arthouse cinemas, and entertaining movies that have drawn huge crowds in China. 

,Q�WKLV�PRGHVW�VHOHFWLRQ��ZH�VHW�WKH�VFHQH�ZLWK�D��ĆOP�WKDW�VKDSHG�WKH�YLVLRQ�RI�&KLQDèV���VW�FHQWXU\�

ĆOPPDNHUV��7LDQ�=KXDQJ]KXDQJèV��UHVWUDLQHG�FULWLFLVP�RI�����V�DQG���V�VWDWH�SROLFLHV�LQ�The Blue 

Kite��������OHG�WR�KLV�EODFNOLVWLQJ�E\�WKH�3DUW\��EXW�GLG�QRW�SUHFOXGH�KLP�IRU�PHQWRULQJ�WKH�QH[W�

JHQHUDWLRQ�RI�ĆOPPDNHUV��

:H�WKHQ�VKRZFDVH�D�VHOHFWLRQ�RI�UHPDUNDEOH���VW�FHQWXU\�ĆOPV�WKDW�KDYH�ZRQ�ZRUOG�ZLGH�DFFODLP�

IRU�&KLQDèV�WDOHQWHG�GLUHFWRUV�DQG�DFWRUV��

2XU�VHOHFWLRQ�ĆQLVKHV�ZLWK�D�FRXSOH�RI�UROOLFNLQJ�WDOHV�WKDW�KDYH�DWWUDFWHG�WKH�SRSXODU�GRPHVWLF�

audience: a grand epic: Red Cliff ��������NQRZQ�EHWWHU�IRU�LWV�FDYDOU\�FKDUJHV�WKDQ�LWV�FKDUDFWHU�

development, and Lost in Thailand (2012) that, airily suspending social comment and political 

WHQVLRQ��ZDV�WKH�ELJJHVW�HYHU�ER[�RIĆFH�VXFFHVV�LQ�&KLQD��



EOXH�NLWH
蓝风筝 ODQ�IHQJ]KHQJ
GLUHFWHG�E\�7LDQ�=KXDQJ]KXDQJ 田壮壮 1993

:H�VHW�WKH�VFHQH�ZLWK�7LDQ�=KXDQJ]KXDQJèV�

epic treatment of the destruction of family 

OLIH�LQ�WKH�WRWDOLWDULDQ�HUD��(YHQ�7LDQèV�

PRWKHU��UHQRZQHG�DFWUHVV�<X�/DQ��FRXOG�

RQO\�VPLOH�PXWHO\�DQG�VKDNH�KHU�KHDG�ZKHQ�

WKH�ĆOP�ZDV�PHQWLRQHG�VL[�\HDUV�DIWHU�LWV�

production. It is still banned in China. 

V I E W  T R A I L E R
english subtitles

WATC H  M OV I E
english subtitles

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oc-hVW5BDyk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oc-hVW5BDyk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oc-hVW5BDyk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSeo9H-5uvQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSeo9H-5uvQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSeo9H-5uvQ


Action centres on a boy who loses three fathers to the vagaries of Chinese history; his mother is separated 

IURP�KLP�IRU�PXFK�RI�KLV�\RXWK��7KH�NLWH�RI�WKH�WLWOH�EHWRNHQV�IUHHGRP��GHQLHG�WKH�ER\�DQG�RWKHUV�OLNH�KLP�

whose existences are stamped by impersonal and unfeeling historical forces.



devils on the doorstep 
鬼子来了 JXL]L�ODLOH�
directed by Jiang Wen 姜文 2000

21st century Chinese cinema began 

E\�ćRXWLQJ�WKH�WDERR�RQ�GHSLFWLQJ�WKH�

realities of life in wartime China. Jiang 

:HQèV�GUDPD�H[SORUHV�WKH�SUHGLFDPHQW�

of a Chinese village under Japanese 

occupation in World War II. 

V I E W  T R A I L E R
english subtitles

WATC H  M OV I E
chinese subtitles

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KA_AoIO-bc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KA_AoIO-bc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nshf-qWmdOs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nshf-qWmdOs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KA_AoIO-bc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KA_AoIO-bc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nshf-qWmdOs


...a roller-coaster of bizarre, death-defying events, 

reeling from broad comedy to potential tragedy 

before culminating in disaster and mayhem, on the 

brink of liberation by the Allied Forces. 



VX]KRX�ULYHU
苏州河 VX]KRX�KH
GLUHFWHG�E\�/RX�<H 娄烨 2000

...diverges from traditional formal 

narrative in its discordant opening 

LPDJHV�RI�6KDQJKDLèV�6X]KRX�&UHHN��

WKH�FDPHUDPDQ�QDUUDWRU�GULIWLQJ�DORQJ�

ZKHUH�çD�FHQWXU\èV�ZRUWK�RI�VWRULHV�DQG�

UXEELVK�PDNH�LW�WKH�ĆOWKLHVW�ULYHUè��ZLWK�D�

landscape of dissolving architecture...

V I E W  T R A I L E R
french subtitles

WATC H  M OV I E
no subtitles

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D8zbMaYZALk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D8zbMaYZALk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FpTjGTlnRIU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FpTjGTlnRIU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D8zbMaYZALk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FpTjGTlnRIU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FpTjGTlnRIU


7KH�ĆOP�UHPDLQV�D�PDLQODQG�JHP��D�GLDPRQG�LQ�WKH�

rough, glittering with a host of images that shimmer 

away in the river’s muck.



The people living along the river are his subject, vagabonds in their own city, drifters who are going nowhere. 

The images are almost pixilated, jagged in their constant turmoil, the dispossessed moving amidst the city of 

iconic wealth. 



beijing bicycle
十七岁的单车 shiqisui de danche
directed by Wang Xiaoshuai 王小帅 2001

Another saga of youth in an unfeeling 

ZRUOG��WKLV�ĆOP�GHVFULEHV�WKH�H[SHULHQFH�

RI�D�UXUDO�XUEDQ�PLJUDQW�WHHQDJHU��

Despite the empathy and determination 

RI�WKH�NH\�SURWDJRQLVW��KLV�WUDMHFWRU\�LV�

dismal, lurching from hope to disillusion, 

from resilience to dejection.  

V I E W  T R A I L E R
english subtitles

WATC H  M OV I E
chinese subtitles

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wpHgZgFBfJ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wpHgZgFBfJ0
http://www.tudou.com/programs/view/zYDHG-13ZcQ/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wpHgZgFBfJ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wpHgZgFBfJ0
http://www.tudou.com/programs/view/zYDHG-13ZcQ/
http://www.tudou.com/programs/view/zYDHG-13ZcQ/
http://www.tudou.com/programs/view/zYDHG-13ZcQ/


Arguing over a stolen 

bicycle might not be 

an unusual teenage 

experience, but here it 

becomes the lightning 

rod of violence, and the 

annihilation of hope. 

)RU�RQH�ER\�LWèV�DERXW�

schoolboy jealousy, and 

adolescent sexual rivalry, 

IRU�WKH�RWKHU�LWèV�DERXW�

the ways and means of 

survival. 

%XW�WKH�ĆOP�WUHDGV�

lightly: its vulnerable 

young men and 

restraint allows for 

visceral and riveting 

sequences. 



blind shaft
盲井 Mangjing
'LUHFWHG�E\�/L�<DQJ 李杨 2004

/L�<DQJèV�WDOH�RI�&KLQDèV�VFDWWHUHG�

SULYDWH�HQWHUSULVH�FRDO�PLQHV�FRXOG�QRW�

IDLO�WR�SURYRNH�WKH�FHQVRUV��7ZR�PLQHUV�

KDYH�GHYHORSHG�D�FUXHO�PRQH\�PDNLQJ�

scam, in which they recruit raw youth 

from the mass of vulnerable jobless 

around the northwest mining areas.

V I E W  T R A I L E R
english subtitles

WATC H  M OV I E
chinese subtitles

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4LmmUEgaAU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4LmmUEgaAU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ClWZEWDaPA4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ClWZEWDaPA4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4LmmUEgaAU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4LmmUEgaAU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ClWZEWDaPA4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ClWZEWDaPA4


/L�<DQJèV�ĆUVW�IHDWXUH��ĆOP�JUDVSV�WKH�QHWWOH�

of China’s most intractable problem, a rise to 

prosperity powered by countless cowboy mines 

and their uncontrolled pollution. 



the  world
世界 shijie
GLUHFWHG�E\�-LD�=KDQJNH 贾樟柯 2004

'LUHFWRU�-LD�=KDQJNH�LV�DQRWKHU�PDYHULFN�

ĆOP�PDNHU��6WDUWLQJ�RXW�ZLWK�ORZ�EXGJHW�

PRYLHV�DERXW�GULIWHUV�LQ�%HLMLQJèV�ORZHU�

GHSWKV��KH�JDLQHG�WKH�DWWHQWLRQ�RI�WKH�ĆOP�

ZRUOG�ZLWK�KLV�WKUHH�KRXU�3ODWIRUP�(2000), 

following the lives of four friends starting 

out in a revolutionary theatre troupe in 

�����LQ�-LDèV�QDWLYH�)HQ\DQJ��6KDQ[L��

V I E W  T R A I L E R
spanish subtitles

WATC H  M OV I E
english subtitles

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IUHunJGsBMU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IUHunJGsBMU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-UentCQ98n4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-UentCQ98n4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IUHunJGsBMU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-UentCQ98n4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-UentCQ98n4


China’s transformation and the expectations 

of youth achieved epic scale with The World.

6HW�LQ�%HLMLQJèV�ç:RUOG�3DUNè�ZKHUH�SHRSOH�ZDQGHU�DPRQJ�

VPDOO�VFDOH�UHSOLFDV�RI�IDPRXV�VLWHV����7KH�ĆOP�IRFXVHV�RQ�

WKH�\RXQJ�ZRPHQ�DQG�PHQ�ZKR�VWDII�WKH�WKHPH�SDUN��DV�

they fall in and out of love, and explore 

their dreams and frustrations, amid the 

JURZLQJ�WRZHUV�RI�WKH�FLW\èV�EXLOGLQJ�

boom.



This sombre vision of globalised 21st century China established Jia as an incisive 

chronicler of the fragile balance between hope and despair that underlies the 

RIĆFLDO�GUHDP��



NHNH[LOL�PRXQWDLQ�SDWURO
可可西里 NHNH[LOL��
directed by Lu Chuan 陆川 2004

/X�&KXDQèV�HDUO\�IHDWXUH��.HNH[LOL, is a 

çWUXH�VWRU\è�VHW�LQ�7LEHW�WUDFNLQJ�ZLOGOLIH�

preservation patrols as they hunt poachers 

preying on the endangered Tibetan 

DQWHORSH��7KH�ĆOP�LV�VHW�LQ�D�VSHFWDFXODU�

ODQGVFDSH�UDUHO\�FDSWXUHG�RQ�ĆOP��

V I E W  T R A I L E R
english subtitles

WATC H  M OV I E
english subtitles

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j9hCEsOSQiA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j9hCEsOSQiA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9m2ug8elDwo&list=PL7jsJhtVPBcLSSbmuwPZzejoPTmdJ8-4B&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j9hCEsOSQiA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9m2ug8elDwo&list=PL7jsJhtVPBcLSSbmuwPZzejoPTmdJ8-4B&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9m2ug8elDwo&list=PL7jsJhtVPBcLSSbmuwPZzejoPTmdJ8-4B&index=2


The poachers are often local impoverished 

peasants; the more controversial issues of Tibet’s 

place within China are elided, but echo in the 

background. 



SHDFRFN
孔雀 NRQJTXH
directed by Gu Changwei 顾长卫 2005

&LQHPDWRJUDSKHU�*X�&KDQJZHL�ĆQDOO\�

JRW�WR�PDNH�KLV�RZQ�IHDWXUH��D�WDOH�RI�

a family in an industrial town in Henan 

province. The two brothers and elder 

VLVWHU�H[SHULHQFH�WKH�����èV�HQG�RI�0DR�

HUD��WKURXJK�WR�WKH�����èV�DQG�WKH�ĆUVW�

intimations of change. 

V I E W  T R A I L E R
chinese subtitles

WATC H  M OV I E
english subtitles

http://v.youku.com/v_show/id_XODE1NDMzMjEy.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jgh9vkFl_zI
http://v.youku.com/v_show/id_XODE1NDMzMjEy.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jgh9vkFl_zI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oc-hVW5BDyk
http://v.youku.com/v_show/id_XODE1NDMzMjEy.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jgh9vkFl_zI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jgh9vkFl_zI


,Q�WKLV��WKH�ODVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�EHIRUH�WKH�VLQJOH�FKLOG�SROLF\��WKH�VWRU\�RI�HDFK�VLEOLQJ�LV�WROG�LQ�WXUQ��IROGLQJ�EDFN�

HDFK�WLPH�WR�WKH�EDVLF�LPDJH�RI�WKH�IDPLO\�DW�D�PRPHQW�RI�VWDVLV��EHIRUH�WKH�VLEOLQJVè�GUHDPV�VWDUW�WHDULQJ�

them all apart.



1R�RWKHU�&KLQHVH�ĆOP�
succeeds as well in 
drawing out the inner 
urge to forge a better 
life than that which 
came before.



still life
三峡好人 sanxia haoren
GLUHFWHG�E\�-LD�=KDQJNH 贾樟柯 2006

Jia followed The World with another 

SHQHWUDWLQJ�ORRN�DW�WKH�DIWHUPDWK�RI�

&KLQDèV�LQGXVWULDO�JLJDQWLVP��WKLV�WLPH�VHW�

in the shadow of the Three Gorges dam, 

ZKHUH�WKH�ZDWHUV�RI�WKH�<DQJW]H�ULVH�WR�

blot out entire communities as they enter 

the afterlife of relocation.

V I E W  T R A I L E R
french subtitles

WATC H  M OV I E
chinese subtitles

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w-KN65PpLSo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w-KN65PpLSo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6n8qhl7t8uw&index=1&list=PLB59AE6E4EC39B84F
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6n8qhl7t8uw&index=1&list=PLB59AE6E4EC39B84F
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w-KN65PpLSo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6n8qhl7t8uw&index=1&list=PLB59AE6E4EC39B84F
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6n8qhl7t8uw&index=1&list=PLB59AE6E4EC39B84F


7ZR�ORVW�VRXOV�DUULYH�LQ�TXHVW�RI�WKLQJV�SDVW��D�6KDDQ[L�ZRUNHU��VHDUFKLQJ�IRU�D�GDXJKWHU�WDNHQ�DZD\�LQ�KHU�

LQIDQF\�E\�KLV�HVWUDQJHG�ZLIH��DQG�D�ZRPDQ�ORRNLQJ�IRU�KHU�GHSDUWHG�KXVEDQG���WR�VLJQ�KLP�WR�D�GLYRUFH��



This is a combination of story and essay, about 

individuals and state, the grand projects of Man, 

DV�DJDLQVW�WKH�FRQćLFWHG�GHVLUHV�RI�PHQ�DQG�

women in their daily lives.



summer palace
颐和园 yiheyuan
GLUHFWHG�E\�/RX�<H 娄烨 2006

/RX�<H�IROORZHG�XS�KLV�HDUOLHU�6X]KRX�5LYHU with 

D�EROG�WDOH�VHW�LQ�����èV�XSKHDYDO�LQ�%HLMLQJ��<X�

Hong, from the northern town of Tumen, enrols at 

3HNLQJ�8QLYHUVLW\��7KH�FLW\èV�YLEUDQW�VWXGHQW�OLIH�

give her new opportunities for both intellectual 

and sexual freedom.
V I E W  T R A I L E R

english subtitles
WATC H  M OV I E

english subtitles

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D2frDPkiJmk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D2frDPkiJmk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJKlxolsSTg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJKlxolsSTg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D2frDPkiJmk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJKlxolsSTg


She falls in love at a time when student 
demonstrations spread towards the 
great hub of Tiananmen. The moment 
ends in tragedy; Lou Ye follows Yu 
Hong, her boyfriend Zhou Wei and best 
friend Li Ti as their lives diverge...



/RX�<H�WKUHZ�FDXWLRQ�WR�WKH�ZLQGV�LQ�WKLV�LQWHQVH�DQG�RIWHQ�UDPEOLQJ�YLVLRQ�RI�\RXWKèV�QDUURZHG�FKRLFHV��,I�

WKH�FHQVRUèV�LUH�ZDV�LQHYLWDEOH�LQ�WKH�WDERR�EDFNJURXQG��WKH�GLUHFWRU�ĆOOHG�KLV�IRUHJURXQG�ZLWK�VH[XDO�VFHQHV��

giving no quarter to expectations of conventional camera moves or cutting. 



city of life and death 
南京！南京！ nanjing! nanjing!
directed by Lu Chuan 陆川 2009

/XèV�VXEVHTXHQW�ĆOP��City of Life and 

Death, is a big budget production 

depicting the 1937 Nanjing massacre by 

Japanese troops.  

V I E W  T R A I L E R
english subtitles

WATC H  M OV I E
english subtitles

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9td_3P3w1S4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9td_3P3w1S4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VWjHyCKaRUg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VWjHyCKaRUg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9td_3P3w1S4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VWjHyCKaRUg


As the Chinese defenders of the city retreat, the Japanese impose a pitiless occupation involving mass 

H[HFXWLRQV�RI�SULVRQHUV�RI�ZDU�DQG�ORFDO�LQKDELWDQWV��DQG�FDSWXULQJ�WKH�FLW\èV�ZRPHQ�DV�VH[�VODYHV��



The portrayal of a humanised 
Japanese soldier amid the 
horror of the massacre was 
controversial...



DIWHUVKRFN
唐山大地震 WDQJVKDQ�GDGL]KHQ
directed by Feng Xiaogang 冯小刚 2010

A highly successful director of dramas 

and comedies since the 1990s, Feng 

;LDRJDQ��GLUHFWHG�WKLV�ELJ�EXGJHW�SLFWXUH�

in 2010. With casualties estimated above 

���������WKH�7DQJVKDQ�HDUWKTXDNH�RI�

�����ZDV�&KLQDèV�GHDGOLHVW�LQ���WK�

century.

V I E W  T R A I L E R
english subtitles

WATC H  M OV I E
english subtitles

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bl31p34laTQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bl31p34laTQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PWpKR1hBtNQ&list=PLBC1070AC4238F0C2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PWpKR1hBtNQ&list=PLBC1070AC4238F0C2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bl31p34laTQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PWpKR1hBtNQ&list=PLBC1070AC4238F0C2


7KH�ĆOP�IROORZV�WKH�RUGHDO�RI�D�PDUULHG�ZRPDQ��/L�<XDQQL��ZKRVH�KRXVH�FROODSVHV��NLOOLQJ�KHU�KXVEDQG�DQG�

WUDSSLQJ�KHU�WZR�VPDOO�FKLOGUHQ��6KH�LV�IDFHG�ZLWK�D�PRWKHUèV�ZRUVW�GLOHPPD��KDYLQJ�WR�GHFLGH�ZKLFK�FKLOG�WKH�

rescuers can lift from a fallen wall, when any effort will doom one. 



It resonates with a 

potent sub-text of 

popular endurance, 

a kind of rumbling 

warning to anyone 

who might take 

China lightly.



a touch of sin
天注定 WLDQ]KXGLQJ
GLUHFWHG�E\�-LD�=KDQJNH 贾樟柯 2013

With The World and Still Life, A Touch 

of Sin  forms a trilogy of ironic comment 

on the era of social harmony. With 

-LD�LQ�IRUHQVLF�PRGH�WKH�ĆOP�FOLQLFDOO\�

displays the evaporation of moral norms. 

Four stories merge 3XOS�)LFWLRQ�OLNH; 

individuals are left with self harm as the 

only road to redemption. 

V I E W  T R A I L E R
english subtitles

WATC H  M OV I E
english subtitles

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VUJt_kf7uKQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VUJt_kf7uKQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UasGPC2yi5g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UasGPC2yi5g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VUJt_kf7uKQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UasGPC2yi5g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UasGPC2yi5g


$�ORQH�PRWRUF\FOLVW�UXVKHV�WKURXJK�D�PRXQWDLQRXV�ODQGVFDSH��VKRRWLQJ�GHDG�WZR�KDSOHVV�ZRXOG�EH�UREEHUV��

$�UHEHOOLRXV�H[�PLQHU�H[SORGHV�ZLWK�UHVHQWPHQW�DW�WKH�ORFDO�ERVV�ZKR�UREV�KLV�ZRUNHUV�WR�IXQG�KLV�ODYLVK�

SULYDWH�SODQH�OLIHVW\OH��$�ZRPDQ�ZKR�LV�EHDWHQ�XS�E\�WKH�UHODWLYHV�RI�KHU�PDUULHG�ORYHU�FRPHV�WR�WKH�HQG�RI�

KHU�WHWKHU�LQ�KHU�MRE�DW�D�VDXQD�ZKHQ�DEXVLYH�FOLHQWV�WU\�WR�UDSH�KHU��$�\RXQJ�PDQ�VHHNV�D�MRE�LQ�D�

0DR�WKHPHG�EURWKHO��EXW�HQGV�XS�DV�D�6KHQ]KHQ�IDFWRU\�ZRUNHU�ZKHUH�URERWLF�ZRUN�FXOPLQDWHV�LQ�WUDJHG\��



Banned but 
feted, this 
seems an 
appropriate 
place for 
-LD��KLV�ĆOP�
documenting 
the culmination 
RI�RIĆFLDOO\�
imposed 
harmony in 
murderous 
rage.



red cliff
赤壁 chibi
directed byJohn Woo 吴宇森 2008

The Battle of Red Cliff was fought in 208 AD 

by Sun Quan and Liu Bei to stop Cao Cao 

and his numerically superior forces from 

WDNLQJ�ODQGV�VRXWK�RI�WKH�<DQJW]H�5LYHU�DQG�

uniting the Eastern Han dynasty. Fought on 

DQ�HQRUPRXV�VFDOH��EHWZHHQ���������DQG�

800,000 troops were involved. 

V I E W  T R A I L E R
english subtitles

WATC H  M OV I E
english subtitles

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pd0bqLQrtdE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pd0bqLQrtdE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XKYT89tLwgo9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XKYT89tLwgo9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pd0bqLQrtdE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XKYT89tLwgo9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XKYT89tLwgo9


Cut into two 
showings each 
running over two 
hours, Red Cliff is a 
war epic in the truest 
sense

3D\LQJ�KRPDJH�WR�WKH�

+RQJ�.RQJ�VW\OH�DFWLRQ�

scenes in which John 

Woo cut his teeth, the 

spectacular Red Cliff 

PDUNV�:RRèV�GLUHFWRULDO�

return to China. 



$VLDèV�PRVW�

H[SHQVLYH�ĆOP�HYHU��

the scale of Red 

&OLIIèV�DZH�LQVSLULQJ�

battle scenes, 

in which legions 

of infantrymen, 

hordes of cavalry 

and swarms of 

battleships come 

together in intense, 

IUHQ]LHG�DFWLRQ��

carries the day. 



lost in thailand
人再囧途之泰囧 UHQ�]DL�MLRQJWX�]KL�WDLMLRQJ
GLUHFWHG�E\�;X�=KHQJ 徐峥 2012 0DQ\�RI�RXU�FKRLFHV�DUH�ZRUNV�

of art as well as entertainment,  

more at home in an art house 

cinema than a multiplex, Lost in 

Thailand is something else again. 

V I E W  T R A I L E R
english subtitles

WATC H  M OV I E
english subtitles

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TpWGqC2iubU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TpWGqC2iubU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mTTMQrGG1JU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mTTMQrGG1JU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TpWGqC2iubU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mTTMQrGG1JU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mTTMQrGG1JU


7KLV�VODSVWLFN�FKDVH�WKURXJK�7KDLODQG��OLWWHUHG�ZLWK�EXIIRRQHU\�DQG�WHWKHUHG�WR�D�VLPSOH�PRUDO�DERXW�

UHWKLQNLQJ�SULRULWLHV��VPDVKHG�ER[�RIĆFH�UHFRUGV�LQ�&KLQHVH�FLQHPDV��,W�LV�DQ�HQWHUWDLQLQJ��ODXJK�RXW�ORXG�

comedy that allows the audience to forget the stresses of daily life for an hour and a half.



Produced with a budget of just $2.2 million, grossing 

�����PLOOLRQ��LW�GLG�EHWWHU�DW�WKH�ER[�RIĆFH�WKDQ�DQ\�ĆOP�

ever released in China.

Little concernHG�DERXW�VH[XDO�LQQXHQGR��WKH�ĆOP�FHQVRU�VSDUHG�
Lost in Thailand the scissors; it enjoyed a wide release.





www.policycn.com

China Policy hopes you have time for a little 
aesthetic nourishment in the festive season...


6,021�/289,6+�LV�D�/RQGRQ�EDVHG�DXWKRU�RI�QRYHOV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�VL[�SDUW�ç%ORN�6DJDè��D�VDWLULFDO�FKURQLFOH�RI�0LG�
dle East follies, and of several movie biographies of Hollywood comedians, including the Marx Brothers, Laurel and 
Hardy and Chaplin. He teaches at the London Film School, often screening the best of Chinese cinema

VSHFLDO� WKDQNV� WR� OHDG� DXWKRU�Simon Louvish*, our inspiration in 

SUHVHQWLQJ�WKLV�EULHI�VDPSOH�RI�ĆOPV��+LV�PDVWHUIXO�LQVLJKW�LQWR�WKH�

medium brings new Chinese cinema to the attention of a world au�

GLHQFH��7KDQNV� DOVR� WR�ĆOP� VFKRODU�Stephanie Hemelryk Donald 

for deft guidance through this rugged terrain
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http://digitalcreative.asia/
http://www.stephaniedonald.info

